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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to Week 6.  It has been another very busy fortnight with many      
excursions and extra learning activities for our students. ‘Seymour Has Talent’ 
was one of the highlights and I thank all students, staff and families for         
supporting this event last Friday and Saturday evening. 

Today, I need to refocus all families and students on the expectations of the 
Department of Education’s Mobile Phone Policy.  I understand that not all   
students are breaching this policy, however, a directive from the Deputy     
Secretary David Howes, asks all schools to return to a strict enforcement of the 
policy. 

Reducing the use of mobile phones during school hours has a range of benefits, 
including; 

 Greater student focus on their learning 

 Increased student socialisation and physical activity during breaks 

 Fewer incidents of cyberbullying during school hours 

 Fewer critical incidents involving mobile phones during school hours. 

I have emailed all families the policy so that you are well informed to answer 
any of your questions or your child’s questions.    

Mobile phones are to be turned off and locked in student lockers from the first to the last 
bell of the school day.  Mobile phones are not covered by insurance if they are lost, stolen 
or damaged whilst on the school premises.  I also request that ear buds and devices that 
activate a notification or are linked to the phone are turned off and locked in your child’s 
locker.   

Any breaches of this expectation 
will result in a consequence for 
the student.  The staged response 
is contained within our Student 
Wellbeing and Engagement Policy.    

You can still contact your child 
through the office on 57711300 
and a message will be sent on 
your behalf.  

Many schools have been battling with mobile phone breaches since 
the return of students to onsite learning, and it is time to refocus on 

our school as a learning institution with limited time to access social media which is best completed away from home under 
the supervision of parents. 

I look forward to your support so that your children become safe and responsible technology users. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions around the Mobile Phone Policy. 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

Mon 22 - Wed 24 August 

VCAL Camp 
 

Mon 22 - Fri 26 August 

Year 9 Camp 
 

Friday 26 August  

Practice GAT  
 

Mon 29 Aug-Fri 2 Sept  

Year 7 Camp 
 

Tuesday 6 Sept 

No scheduled classes for 
students  

 

Wednesday 7 Sept  

GAT  

 

Reptile Encounter 
  

Thursday 15 Sept 

Student Led Conferences, 
no scheduled classes for 

students. 
 

Friday 16 Sept 

Last Day Term 3 

2.30pm finish 
  

Mon 26 - Wed 28 Sept 

Year 12 practice exams   



Seymour Has Talent 
 

 

 

The Colleges annual show was held over the weekend of the 12th and 13th August. It’s been two years since our last show and 
it was wonderful to be back. Students showed a plethora of talent, dancing, singing, acting and playing a range of musical   
instruments. 

All accounts are that we have very talented students and the audience were very vocal in joining in and expressing their      
appreciation. 

Students from all ages performed, from our youngest Foundation students, to our Year 12s. We were treated to the solo    
performances of Amelia, Jhett, Tate, Saxon, Will, and Lillie.  

We were entertained by group performances from the Primary Performing Arts Group and the Senior Performing Arts Group 
who were nurtured by Lillie Jones our Performing Arts Captain.  

Mrs Ridd’s Drama Group left us guessing, who was it?  when they performed ‘A Winters Night’.   

We were lucky to have two talented MCs in Mandessah and Chloe who were an act in themselves and kept the night running 
very smoothly. 

We had a number of people helping behind the scenes, from backstage, lighting, ticket collecting and selling, organising      
performers and a number of others keeping the night running efficiently. 

The Show was a huge success because of everyone involved and everyone who came. 

Mandy Ridd  



Blackwood Camp – SJ’s Experience 

On Wednesday 3rd August, our whole class went to Blackwood Outdoor Education Camp. It took us an hour and a half to get 
there on our school minibus.  

When we got there we carried all our stuff inside. The bunk beds were squeaky, but comfortable. Dave welcomed us to 
Blackwood, and led us in some team games. He said that there was a crocodile living in the dam, but if there was, we didn’t 
see it. One of the games was noughts and crosses. It’s different when you play in a team, because you have to talk about 
what you are doing.  

That first afternoon, we did rock climbing. You have to try to get as far as you can. It was hard, and it made our hands hurt. 
Not all of us could get to the top, but we all tried our best. Luke got to fulfil his lifetime dream of climbing like Spiderman, 
and Jacinta took some amazing photos. 

After rock climbing, we cooked dinner. Chef Vincent cooked spaghetti and meatballs, ably assisted by his team. They even let 
Jonathan help a little bit. After dinner, Shane and Paris took us on a night walk. There were QR codes on some of the trees, 
and when we scanned them we found information about the planets, satellites and all of the things that you can see in space 
at night. 

The next morning we made bush huts. It was tricky, because all of the sticks kept falling down. Oisin got his foot stuck under 
a log. Luckily, we didn’t have to amputate. When we worked together, it was great, because “team work makes the dream 
work!” 

Next we learned to do archery. At first, it was hard to hit the target. The first time he had a go, Harry didn’t hit one, but by 
the time we had finished, almost all of his arrows were scoring points. 

After lunch we rode bikes. Jessie had never done it before, but he gave it his best shot, and even though he fell off a few 
times, he kept getting back on. Issy rode like a demon. She went over all of the obstacles. Alex, the teacher, tried to make it 
tricky for her, but nothing could stop her! 

On Friday morning, we went for a bushwalk. We started along the banks of the Lerderderg River. There is a mineral spring 
there, and we tried the water. It tasted a bit salty. Not everyone liked it. The bush was very peaceful. There were ferns and 
big trees and wombat poo. Despite the wombat poo, Indi felt as though she was walking through a fairy tale. It wasn’t all 
easy though. We had to go up the spur. It was steep, and our calves were hurting. Even though Lucas was finding it hard  
himself, he encouraged everyone else, and eventually we made it. When we got to the top, we were tired, but we felt good. 
There was a great view, and we were proud of ourselves. On the way down, we saw a big hole where a tree had fallen over, 
and some old, abandoned gold mines. 

The camp was an amazing experience, and we really want to go back. We wish we didn’t have to wait until next year! 



Thanks to all the teachers and students who participated in 
the round robin last week. A few semi finals were achieved 
but no one brought home the chocolates. Dodgeball was a 
frenzy of activity at Broadford with one of the Year 8 teams 
getting the runners up mantle. A reminder that athletics is 
coming up on 8th September for secondary and 9th          
September for primary. So train hard and get your notes in. 

Mr Garner - Sports Coordinator  

LEFT:  Year 7 girls basketball, Yea V Seymour  

On Tuesday of this week, a select group of students from IE travelled to Melbourne to deliver Wilson, the scarecrow the  
students have been making.  They arrived to enjoy a morning tea on the front porch area before meeting with the Governor, 
Linda Dessau, and present her with our scarecrow and a book showing how Wilson was made and all the work the students 
put in.  The Governor really loved how Wilson was made from recycled and reused parts. 

After meeting with the Governor, the group were taken on a tour of the State Apartments.  This included the Salon, the   
Billiards Room, the State Dining Room and the Ballroom.  All of these rooms have massive chandeliers which were very 
sparkly.  In the Ballroom, there was a stage at one end but no one was allowed on it as only the Queen and the Governor are 
allowed there.  After touring the State Apartments, the group got to visit the Garden of Peace and Prosperity where Wilson 
now resides.      Bronwyn Boote - Inclusive Education Specialist Teacher 



On Monday 15th August the Year 12 Biology students ventured to          
Melbourne to the Gene Technology Access Centre (GTAC), Victoria’s      
leading source of Life Sciences learning and education.   
 
GTAC provides an innovative and collaborative educational environment in 
which Victorian students and educators access life science expertise 
through engagement with practicing scientists, contemporary knowledge 
and technology.  
 
Our students were able to immerse themselves in a life sciences journey of 
learning and discovery. The students participated in two workshops looking 
at responding to pathogens and generating immunity focusing on 
‘Providing cattle with immunity against tetanus’ and ‘Treating an outbreak 
of mastitis in dairy cattle’. The students met and worked with research scientists from the nearby research institutes as the 
worked through each investigation. The work undertaken addressed Unit 4 Area of Study 1 supporting their VCE Biology 
studies  

 Seymour College has been successful in applying to           
HarvestED program. 

  HarvestEd is designed and delivered by educators at Asia        
Education Foundation (AEF), Asialink at The University of          
Melbourne.  

 It is as a cross-curricular online learning experience that 
brings students from across Victoria together to learn                
collaboratively about the agricultural sector, its significance to the 

state, Australia and the Asia-Pacific region.  

 All Australian Cross-Curriculum Priorities are supported within the program design with content focused 
on Indigenous agricultural practices, environmental sustainability, and in particular, Asia and Australia’s 
Engagement with Asia. 

 Students are scaffolded through activities that require them to utilise and strengthen Critical and Creative 
Thinking Sills, Intercultural Understanding, Personal and Social Capability, ICT Capability, Ethical              
Understanding.  

 HarvestEd is open to 10 Seymour  College students from Years 7-10.  

 The program may form part of a school cross-curricular program, curriculum elective program, careers 
pathway program or through the VET or VCAL program.  

 The program will be delivered online synchronously using our secure Learning Management System (LMS) 
and Videoconferencing. It will be delivered over 5 consecutive days in terms 3 and 4. 



2023 School Year 
If your child/children are not 

returning to Seymour College 

for the 2023 school year, 

please contact the  general  

office so that the necessary 

exit papers can be completed. 

 

Seymour College is a Respectful         

Relationships School. We model          

respectful relationships and gender 

equality practices across the entire 

school. 

  

Please name your children’s 
jumpers and jackets so we can 

return them if they are lost. 

We have lots of items in our 
lost property box without 

names. 

Friday August 26th we will be holding our      

annual Book Week Parade to celebrate Book 

Week. Children are encouraged to dress up as 

their favourite book characters or something 

they dream about. The Parade will take place at 

9:15 on the Junior Basketball Court (weather 

permitting). All are welcome to attend. 



Seymour College acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional custodians 

of the land and acknowledges and pays respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

23rd of August all Defence families are 

invited to an afternoon tea held at the 

Puckapunyal District and Neighbour-

hood Centre from 1.30pm – 2.30pm. 

This will be a great opportunity to 

meet other Defence Families and meet 

your Defence School Mentor. 

For catering purposes could you please 

RSVP by email 

kelly.quigg@education.vic.gov.au or 

contact the college on 035771 1300 

We have been having a wonderful turn out to our Defence 

& Friends morning tea, which is held on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays in the Junior Games Hall. This has been a great 

opportunity for all students to come and talk and to share 

their experience of being a defence family and to bring their 

friends along for a hot Chocolate and a biscuit. 

Today, Thursday 18th August some of our Defence students 
 attended the Vietnam Veteran’s Day. 
The service began at 11:00am. At the 

Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk, 
Luscombe Bowl, High Street Seymour. 

Commonwealth Games 

VCAL ran an integrated program during the commonwealth games. Our literacy 
and maths tasks were based around the games and our PDS and WRS were        
planning the diversity dash. Meagan, the wonderful school nurse, came to visit to 
help us dissect diversity and how important it is to be nonjudgmental and           
accepting of everyone – exactly the motto of the games. Students participated in a 
number of activities and battled each other out for gold, silver and bronze VCAL 
medals. Some wonderful writers (who would like to remain anonymous) went right 
out of their comfort zone and wrote a rap. 

Leanne Hayek - VCAL teacher 

Used song Black and Yellow instrumental - Wiz Khalifa 

Yeah, uh huh, you know what it is green and yellow, green and yellow, green and yellow, green and    
yellow 

Yeah, uh huh you know what it is. Everything I win, I win it big. Yeah, uh huh, screaming that’s something 
when I pulled off the win, that’s stunning 

Repping my country when you see me, you know everything green and yellow, green and yellow, green 
and yellow, green and yellow 

I put in my best for the win, to my diamonds I’m in green and yellow, green and yellow, green and       
yellow, green and yellow 

Green stripes, yellow print. Them losers scared of it. Soon as I hit the plane, land in Birmingham. Hit the 
ground once make the floor shake. 

Yeah, uh huh, you know what it is green and yellow, green and yellow, green and yellow, green and    
yellow. 

mailto:kelly.quigg@education.vic.gov.au


Seymour College values respect. We want everyone to feel welcome and safe everyday! 

Friday 26th August Seymour College is “Wearing it purple”. Students and staff are encouraged to wear 

purple clothes/accessories to school to promote respect and support of all LGBTIQA+ people. 

We will have activities during breaks on this day, with a purple theme. 

The past year has been pretty challenging for LGBTQIA+ youth, with negative stories about                

discrimination all over the media. 

66% of LGBTQIA+ youth in Australia will experience harassment because of their identity.   

LGBTIQA+ young people are up to twelve times more likely to experience depression due to this       

harassment  

LGBTIQA+ young people are up to five times more likely to experience anxiety. 



Child Safe 
 

 

 

What are the Child Safe Standards? 

As part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to implementing the recommendations of the Betrayal 
of Trust report, which found that more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse in our 
community, there is a new regulatory landscape surrounding child safety, underpinned by the Child Safe 
Standards.  

The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all Victorian early childhood services and 
schools, to ensure they are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect. 

 

Victoria’s Child Safe Standards 
 

• Child Safe Standard 1 – Establish a culturally safe environment in which the diverse and unique 

identities and experiences of Aboriginal children and young people are respected and valued. 

• Child Safe Standard 2 – Ensure that child safety and wellbeing are embedded in school leadership, 

governance and culture. 

• Child Safe Standard 3 – Children and young people are empowered about their rights, participate in 

decisions affecting them and are taken seriously. 

• Child Safe Standard 4 – Families and communities are informed and involved in promoting child 

safety and wellbeing.  

• Child Safe Standard 5 – Equity is upheld and diverse needs are respected in policy and practice. 

• Child Safe Standard 6 – People working with children and young people are suitable and supported 

to reflect child safety and wellbeing values in practice. 

• Child Safe Standard 7 – Ensure that processes for complaints and concerns are child focused. 

• Child Safe Standard 8 – Staff and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness 

to keep children and young people safe through ongoing education and training. 

• Child Safe Standard 9 – Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing while 

minimising the opportunity for children and young people to be harmed. 

• Child Safe Standard 10 – Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is regularly reviewed and 

improved. 

• Child Safe Standard 11 – Policies and procedures that document how schools are safe for children, 

young people and students. 

 
Ministerial Order 1359 provides the framework for child safety in schools. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Date:   23rd August

Time:   9:00 - 9:30am

Venue:   29 Stewart Street Seymour - Our Place Multi-purpose room

Cost:   Free

Tea, coffee and snacks will be provided.

Contact:   Our Place Community Facilitator 

tanya.begley@ourplace.org.au   

0434 388 592

Calling all volunteers

Are you interested in 
helping kids read?

If you are interested, drop in.


